Sermon Quotes
February 5, 2006
John 3:16

The Popularity of John 3:16

The Cap

ﬂ

The T-shirt

JORN
316

The Necklace




Even on a candle

“Flesh is here pointing to human nature, which can reproduce only humankind not the
children of God. Being born of the Spirit requires a radical change, a new beginning.
The gist of Jesus’ statement is that the character of those born is determined by the
source that gives them birth.”

—DA Carson
The Source of our first birth is Adam.

The Source of the 2nd birth is the Spirit of God (if it happens at all).



“Very often, in present-day preaching, this word must is misinterpreted...When Jesus
says, ‘You must be born again,” He does not mean, ‘By all means, see to it that you are
born again.” On the contrary, He means, ‘Something has to happen to you: the Holy Spirit
must plant in your hearts the life from above.” And Nicodemus should have had a
sufficiently penetrating knowledge of his own inability and corruption to understand this at
once.”

—William Hendriksen

“What was there in the world that God should love it? There was nothing lovable in it. No
fragrant flower grew in that arid desert. Enmity to Him, hatred to His truth, disregard
of His law, rebellion against His commandments; those were the thorns and briars which
covered the waste land; but no desirable thing blossomed there. Yet, ‘God loved the
world,” says the text; so loved it...so greatly, so divinely, did He love it that He gave His
Son, His only Son, to redeem the world from perishing, and to gather out of it a people to
His praise. The world had sadly gone astray; the world had lost itself; the world was tried
and condemned; the world was given over to perish, because of its offenses; and there
was need for help. The fall of Adam and the destruction of mankind made ample room for
Love Almighty...The far-reaching purpose of that love was that, believing in Jesus, men
might not perish, but have eternal life. The desperate disease of man gave occasion for
the introduction of that divine remedy which God alone could have devised and supplied.
By the plan of mercy, and the great gift which was needed for carrying it out, the Lord
found means to display His boundless love to guilty men.”

Charles Spurgeon



